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Uber Familienahnlichkeiten an den Grosshirnfurchen des Men- 
schen. Von Dozent Dr. J. P. Karplus, Assistent am physiolog- 
ischen Institut in Wein. pp. 58 and plates. Leipsig und Wein. 1905. 

Karplus has attempted in this monograph, reprinted from the in¬ 
vestigations of the Neurological Institute at Vienna, to study the central 
nervous system with respect to family resemblances. Apart from the 
somewhat vague possibilities which such a research would be likely to 
develop, difficulty was naturally experienced in the accumulation of 
material. This difficulty was, however, in a measure overcome through 
the courtesy of various professors in Vienna who were able to place at 
the author’s disposal a considerable amount of suitable material. The final 
research includes twenty-one groups of central nervous systems, of which 
sixteen had two members, four three members, and one five members. A 
painstaking study of the convolutions and grosser aspects of these ner¬ 
vous systems was made, and comparisons instituted in the hope of being 
able to answer the question whether there in an hereditary transmittion 
of brain fissures. The conclusions reached from so small a material for 
study are naturally not far reaching, a fact which the author willingly 
confesses, expressing, however, the expectation that possibly a new method 
of investigation of the nervous system has thereby been opened. The 
■monograph is beautifully illustrated by a large number of plates, naturally 
a far safer method of demonstrating the points at issue than a mere 
descriptive text. The central nervous systems studied are arranged by 
families in table form, a method which lends itself to ready reference. 
The author in general has evidently expended a large amount of labor 
in the development of a subject, which on its face offers peculiar dif¬ 
ficulties and small hope of immediate value. This service should be 
acknowledged. No doubt the external configuration of the brain still 
offers possibilities for further study, but it is certainly a far less fertile 
fieid than the study of the brain cortex and the course of its fibers. 

E. W. Taylor. 

Webster’s International Dictionary. 

The G. and C. Merriam Co. of Springfield. Mass., have accomplished 
a very worthy deed in getting out an up-to-date edition of that standard 
favorite. Webster’s International Dictionary. This new edition contains 
a Gazeteer and Biographical Dictionary, brought up to modern standards, 
and altogether the volume is a commendable presentation of an invaluable 
reference work, whether for office, school or home. 

Studies in the Psychology of Sex—Sexual Selection in Man. I, 
Touch. II, Smell. Ill, Hearing. IV, Vision. By Havelock 
Ellis. F. A. Davis Company, Philadelphia. 

The present volume is the fourth from the pen of this erudite and facile 
writer dealing with the general subject of the psychology of sex. In it is 
■discussed the subject of sexual selection in man from the view-point of the 
four special senses: touch, smell, hearing and vision. 

At the outset the author takes occasion to refute the erroneous princi¬ 
ple set forth by Darwin in the “Descent of Man” that supposes sexual se¬ 
lection to depend upon an aesthetic sense that recognizes beauty as a desi¬ 
deratum. Mr. Ellis says very aptly with reference to this conception: 
“When we look at these phenomena in their broadest biological aspects, 
love is only to a limited extent a response to beauty; to a greater extent 
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beauty is simply a name for the complexns of stimuli which most ade¬ 
quately arouses love.” 

Following the introduction the subject of sexual selection is considered 
with relation to the four special senses mentioned. Throughout the work 
the author maintains a broad biological standpoint. The part the different 
senses play is appreciated and discussed on the basis of their origin from 
the primitive sense of touch, and the several points taken up are illus¬ 
trated by a wealth of examples culled from the writings of scientists, trav¬ 
elers and physicians of all ages. 

The chapters on vision are the longest and most comprehensive, nat¬ 
urally, as this sense plays such an important part in sexual selection in 
man, and being so widely removed from its prototype, touch, the problems 
connected with it are much more obscure. The author observes a catholic¬ 
ity of spirit in dealing with these obscure phases of sexual psychology, and 
his conclusions are reached tentatively and with a full appreciation of the 
often inadequate evidence upon which they are founded. 

The volume, as a whole, may be said to be a careful, painstaking and 
learned exposition of the problems of sex of which it treats, and can be 
confidently recommended to the intelligent seeker after light in this most 
obscure domain of psychology as being quite the best modern work in 
English. White. 

Lectures on Clinical Psychiatry. By Dr. Emil Kraepelin. Professor 
of Psychiatry in the University of Munich. Revised and Edited by 
Thomas Johnstone, M.D., Edin., M.R.C.P., London. William Wood 
and Company. 

The readers of this Journal do not need reminding that the study of 
psychiatry has been taken up with tremendous energy during the past twenty 
years. It has remained for most a difficult subject, and does so still 
because of the necessary faults in the psychological substructure. 
For as long as phenomena of the mind are to be sorted, classified and ar¬ 
ranged by the organ yielding the very phenomena it would bring into 
orderly groupings, then considerable variation in matters of interpretation 
is inevitable. 

And so one finds it to-day in the writings of alienists who make any 
pretense to a modem knowledge of brain physiology from the psychological 
side. 

Kraepelin has been one of the leaders in modern psychiatry, and as 
one reads the lectures here printed in most acceptable English dress the 
reason for his leadership is made vep' apparent, for founded on the best 
psychological data of Wundt and his followers, Kraepelin has added a 
superstructure of clear clinical pictures that rival those of the foremost 
masters in neurological medicine. 

The work is preeminently a clinical one. Picture after picture is re¬ 
vealed, each yielding up valuable material for alienist and general practi¬ 
tioner alike. For the psychiatrist no extended review is needed; it can be 
truly said, however, that this work is a very desirable one, and makes an 
excellent explanatory volume to Kraepelin's larger studies. Jelliffe. 
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The Opening of Glenwood. —On May 15 this new home for epi¬ 
leptics will be opened. Special rates will be offered to early applicants. 
From the standpoints of location, training of those in charge and accommo¬ 
dations offered Glenwood promises to be an ideal institution for the treat¬ 
ment and care of epileptics. 



